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2015 CRIME ANALYSIS 
 

This report will focus on the analysis of three main areas:  total criminal code offences, 
drug offences, and provincial offences.  Total criminal code offences have been broken 
down further into the categories of crimes against persons, crimes against property, and 
other criminal code offences.   
 
The specific numerical breakdown of offences can be found under Appendix “A”.  Infor-
mation in the 2015 Crime Analysis was obtained from the Police Reporting and Occurrence 
System (P.R.O.S.), investigative files, Intelligence Reports and Domestic Violence Statis-
tics Reports.  
 
In 2015, the total reported criminal offences was 2,070.  This figure represents a 17% in-
crease from the 2014 reported statistics of 1,771.  The total reported criminal offences for 
2015 is 4% above the 10 year reported average for the City of Camrose. 
 
The total reported drug offences in 2015 was 328.  This figure represents a 2% increase 
over 2014 where 323 drug offences were reported.  The total reported drug offences in 
2015 is 58% above the 10 year reported average for this category. 
 
In review of this analysis, a commentary is included in Appendix “B”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed by: 

 
  
 

Barb Fowler      Sgt. J.L. Corbett 
Crime Analyst      I/C Major Crimes Unit                 
               

“Public safety through policing excellence” 
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CRIMES AGAINST PERSONS 

This category relates to all occurrences involving the offences of:  Homicide, Robbery, 
Sexual Assault, Assault, Criminal Harassment, Kidnapping & Uttering Threats.   
 
In 2015 there were no reported occurrences of Murder or Manslaughter, 8 reported occur-
rences of Robberies, 148 reported occurrences of Assault, 36 reported occurrences of As-
sault Level II (Assault with a Weapon, Assault Causing Bodily Harm), 3 reported occur-
rences of Assault Level III (Aggravated Assault), 9 reported occurrences of Assault on Po-
lice, 18 reported occurrences of Other Sex Offences (which include Sexual Interference, 
Invitation to Sexual Touching, etc), and 20 reported occurrences of Sexual Assault.  Out of 
the 23 categories of crimes against persons, only 3 categories decreased, while the remain-
ing 20 categories either increased or remained the same from the 2014 stats.  
 
Total crimes against persons increased 21% over the last year, from 264 in 2014 to 320 in 
2015, with the majority of the 2015 offences being Level I Assault at 148 and Uttering 
Threats at 62.   Domestic Violence statistics are recorded under the appropriate Criminal 
Code offence category. Direct reference to the Domestic Violence Statistics report shows a 
total of 94 Domestic Violence Incidents reported in 2015, compared to 56 reported inci-
dents in 2014.  This represents a 68% increase in overall Domestic Violence incidents re-
ported for 2015. 

SUMMARY 
    In 2015 the total number of crimes against persons offences  
    increased by 21%, with 56 additional reported occurrences  
    in 2015 compared to 2014, and 2% below the 10 year  
    average. 
 
A total of 8 Robberies were reported in 2015, compared to 4 Robberies in 2014.  Extortion 
increased by 2 reported occurrences, and both occurrences involved sexual acts over the 
internet.  Assault & Uttering Threats captured the largest reported occurrences in the cate-
gory of crimes against persons. 
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CRIMES AGAINST PROPERTY  

This category relates to occurrences involving Break and Enters, Thefts, Possession of Sto-
len Property, Property Damage and Frauds. 
 
Break and Enters increased 46%, Theft of Motor Vehicles increased 119%, Theft Over 
$5,000 increased 22%, and Theft Under $5,000 increased by 34% .  Total Property Dam-
age offences decreased 20%, and Possession of Stolen Property increased by 84%.  Arson - 
Damage Property went from 4 reported occurrences in 2014, to 5 reported occurrences in 
2015.    
 
Total Fraud related occurrences increased by 30%.  General Frauds reported the largest 
increase of 37%, from 86 reported occurrences in 2014, to 118 reported occurrences in 
2015.  Credit card frauds decreased from 10 reported occurrence in 2014, to 7 reported oc-
currences in 2015.  Counterfeiting-Possession/Uttering, Personation, Forgery and Uttering 
categories all remained the same in 2015.   As in the past, in 2015 the majority of general  
Fraud occurrences consisted of fraud attempts through the mail, telephone or internet 
where requests were made to forward money to foreign destinations in promise of greater 
rewards.  Many of these occurrences continue to be deterred through Crime Prevention, 
education and enforcement initiatives. 

SUMMARY 
   In 2015, the total number of crimes against property offences in- 
   creased by 25%, with 208 additional reported occurrences in 2015 
   compared to 2014.  Business Break and Enters increased 318%, 
from 11 reported occurrences in 2014, to 46 reported occurrences in 2015.  Theft of Truck 
incidents increased 156%, from 18 reported occurrences in 2014, to 46 reported occur-
rences in 2015.  Thefts from Motor Vehicles also increased in 2015, from 95 reported oc-
currences in 2014, to 140 reported occurrences in 2015.  Possession of Stolen Property 
recorded another noteworthy increase of 84%, with 55 reported occurrences in 2014 com-
pared to 101 reported occurrences in 2015.   

10 Year Average - 1121 

5 

0
200

400

600
800

1000
1200

1400

1600
1523 1446

1147
1237

1009 1041 997 955
823

1031



 

 

OTHER CRIMINAL CODE 

This range of categories include other sections found in the Criminal Code that deal with 
offences such as Breach of Probation, Bail Violations, Weapons Offences, Disturbing the 
Peace, Obstruct/Resist Police Officer and Indecent Act.   
 
Three categories experienced a decrease, 5 categories experienced an increase and 3 cate-
gories remained the same from the 2014 stats.  The category of Bail Violation recorded the 
largest increase of 34%, from 207 reported occurrences in 2014, to 278 reported occur-
rences in 2015.  Voyeurism occurrences increased from 0 reported occurrences in 2014, to 
4 reported occurrences in 2015.  The categories of Child Pornography remained the same 
with 1 reported occurrence in 2014 and 2015.  Escape Custody & Prisoners Unlawfully at 
Large also remained the same, with no reported occurrences in the last 5 years.  Weapons 
Offences increased 10%, from 49 reported occurrences in 2014, to 54 reported occurrences 
in 2015.   
 
Breach of Probation occurrences decreased 15%, from 78 reported occurrences in 2014, to 
66 reported occurrences in 2015.  Obstruction/Resist Police occurrences remained con-
sistent with 29 reported occurrences in 2014, and 30 reported occurrences in 2015.    
 
The category of Indecent Act decreased 33%, from 3 reported occurrences in 2014, to 2 
reported occurrences in 2015.  The category of Disturbing the Peace also recorded a de-
crease of 18%, from 89 reported occurrences in 2014, to 73 reported occurrences in 2015.  

SUMMARY 
In 2015, the total number of other Criminal Code offences increased 
by 12%, with 54 more reported occurrences in 2015 compared to 
2014.  A constant increase was noted with the number of Bail Viola-
tions recorded in 2015 (278) compared to previous years, and can be 
attributed to continued enhanced proactive policing efforts as outlined 
in the Offender Management Problems, Objectives & Goals initiative. 
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DRUG OFFENCES 

This category of offences deal with crimes associated to the Controlled Drugs & Substanc-
es Act.  These crimes may include (but are not limited to) Drug Trafficking, Possession for 
the Purpose of Drug Trafficking, Possession, Production, and Possession of Property Ob-
tained directly or indirectly as a result of Controlled Drugs & Substances offences 
(Proceeds of Crime). 
 
The category of Cocaine Possession remained the same with 28 occurrences in both 2014 
and 2015.  Possession of Cannabis Marihuana saw an increase of 21% with 150 occurrenc-
es in 2014, and 181 occurrences in 2015.  Possession of Cannabis Resin recorded a signifi-
cant increase from 2 reported occurrences in 2014, to 9 reported occurrences in 2015.  Pos-
session of Other Schedule I Drug (morphine, meth, MDA, etc) saw an increase of 36%, 
from 44 reported occurrences in 2014, to 60 reported occurrences in 2015.  Possession of 
Other Schedule III Drugs (ecstasy, MDMA, etc) increased 14%, from 7 reported occurrenc-
es in 2014, to 8 reported occurrences in 2015.  Possession of Psilocybin remained the same 
with 1 reported occurrence in both 2014 and 2015.   
 
The category of Cocaine Trafficking recorded a decrease of 63%, from 30 reported occur-
rences in 2014, to 11 reported occurrences in 2015.  Cannabis Marihuana Trafficking saw 
an increase of 63%, from 8 reported occurrences in 2014, to 13 reported occurrences in 
2015.  Methamphetamine Trafficking decreased from 16 reported occurrences in 2014, to 7 
reported occurrences in 2015.  Trafficking of Other Schedule I Drugs (morphine, etc) de-
creased from 3 reported occurrences in 2014, to 2 reported occurrences in 2015.   Traffick-
ing of Other Schedule III Drugs (ecstasy, MDMA, etc)  decreased from 4 reported occur-
rences in 2014, to 0 reported occurrences in 2015.  Trafficking of Cannabis Resin has re-
mained consistent with no reported occurrences in the last 5 years.   

SUMMARY 
   In 2015, total Drug offences was 328, which is an increase of 2% 
   from the 2014 statistic of 323 reported occurrences.  Possession of 
   Cannabis (both marihuana & resin) saw an increase of 25%, from a 
total of 152 occurrences in 2014, to 190 occurrences in 2015.  Possession of Other Sched-
ule I Drugs (morphine, meth, MDA, etc) increased 36%, from 44 occurrences in 2014, to 
60 occurrences in 2015, with 40 of those occurrences involving methamphetamine. Pro-
ceeds of Crime Offences saw a decrease of 71%, with 28 reported occurrences in 2014, to 
8 reported occurrences in 2015, which is consistent with previous years.  
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BREAK AND ENTERS 
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THEFTS OVER AND THEFTS UNDER 
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TOTAL CRIMINAL CODE OFFENCES 
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APPENDIX “B” 
 

Commentary: 
 
The overall Crime Analysis for 2015 has focused on three main areas including Criminal 
Code Offences, Drug Offences and Provincial Offences.  During the collection and analysis 
of the statistical information obtained for this report, other areas of importance relating to 
current crime trends were assessed. These areas include community safety, problem solving, 
criminal intelligence and dissemination of information.  An overall increase of 17% in crim-
inal offences was reported for 2015 from 2014, which is 4% higher than the 10 year report-
ed average.  This analysis looks at the possible rationales for the noted changes, and ensures 
the information is disseminated in order to enhance the level of public safety provided to the 
citizens of Camrose. 
 
The Crime Analysis for 2015 resulted in an increase of 21% in overall Crimes Against Per-
sons.  An identified area with a significant increase in reported incidents from 2014 was 
Robbery with a Firearm, where 4 reported occurrences were received.  These occurrences 
involved 2 robberies being committed by an adult male at a financial institution on two sep-
arate dates, and 2 robberies being committed by an adult female at two separate liquor 
stores on the same date.  In both cases, the offenders were arrested and charged.  Another 
identified area with  a  significant increase in reported occurrences was Other Sexual Of-
fences which rose from 3 to 18.  An analysis of this category of offences revealed that the 
actual number of occurrences were relatively similar to previous years, however due to a 
variety of charges being laid in each occurrence, the actual statistic captured for these of-
fences experienced a notable increase.   
 
A review of Crimes Against Property in 2015 resulted in a 25% increase in reported occur-
rences.  The categories that experienced the most significant increases were Business Break 
and Enters, Thefts of Vehicles, Thefts from Vehicles and Possession of Stolen Property.  In 
looking at property crime trends in our community, a clear nexus can be established be-
tween the prevalence of property crime activity and substance abuse, namely the usage, 
availability and trafficking of methamphetamine and other highly addictive synthetic nar-
cotics.  The resurgence of these potent drugs in our city is a prime contributor to the in-
crease in property crime occurrences compared to the previous year.     
 
Mass marketing frauds (schemes involving sweepstakes/lottery gifts purchase of merchan-
dise, vacation and charity) continued to be present in our community, as it is across the 
county, and contributed to a 30% increase in total Fraud offences. 
 
Illicit drug activities continue to be a primary criminal market in our community, as it is in 
several communities in the central Alberta area.  Due to the complexities and varying levels 
of drug activities and associated persons, drug related offences and enforcement tend to be 
closely linked to other criminal offences and statistics.  Through targeted enforcement and 
education initiatives, the Camrose Police Service continued to maintain a proactive ap-
proach to addressing issues associated to illegal drug activities.   
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APPENDIX “B” 
 

Commentary Continued: 
 
As a result of proactive enforcement initiatives, a consistent 2% increase was noted in drug 
occurrences in 2015 from 2014.  An increase was seen in Possession of Cannabis Marihua-
na, Cannabis Resin and Methamphetamine, where a decrease was seen in Cocaine, Meth-
amphetamine and Other Schedule I Trafficking. 
 
In 2015, the Camrose Police Service launched initiatives to reduce incidents in and around 
licenced premises, increase information sharing, and manage prolific offenders in the com-
munity.  Each one of the initiatives experienced significant successes throughout the year, 
and as a result, are contributing to an overall increase in reported occurrences through aug-
menting enforcement activities, and enhancing the reporting of information from the public 
to the Police Service.   
 
Ongoing analysis, enforcement and education programs should give consideration to these 
trends when planning and implementing new initiatives.  A community response to the is-
sues has also been effective in the past and should be utilized.  Future Crime Analysis Re-
ports will continue to monitor and assess these trends and their impact.  
 
Upon review of this analysis, an evaluation was made to the objectives set out in the 2012 – 
2016 Strategic Plan for the Camrose Police Service.  The comparators indicate that the Stra-
tegic Priorities, as they relate to Community Safety, have been utilized.  By focusing on the 
objectives of the current Strategic Plan, the 2015 statistics have remained at a level that in-
dicates the plan is an effective guide in addressing the impact of crime in Camrose.  
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